year theough als weekly snd <y
street food giveaways which does
04 FegUERe TeRisIeation,

“We started onl with oas bag."
says Pastoe Panl Armopoulos, who
Tounded the mission 201 yes ago

anvd fuas developed it into the targest

consistent bag giveaway in the
United States, “Now we pive out
AD000 moathly. Aml we get aboot
250-300 new registrants per moath,
There’s no need for anyone o go

To undentake such a large
operation, the mission depends on
voluneeers, mostly church youth
groups, to help with a number of

1asks 10 keep it nmping smoothly,
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seven employees. Our groap andved
al 9 s, ) were immediately pat
1o work double-hagging by mission
Opemtions Manages Carolyn Lee.
ENEP~ (See Paul's, page 3)

Paul’s
(Continued from page 1)

Plastic hags are placed on the
oatside of beown papes grocery haps
for ackes! strength and 1o provide
lumdles for easser canrving. Geoup
members, in assembly-Fine Eishion,
et an open hag over the bock af a
<haie, and then they pot o plastic
Dbag down over the top. The 1,500
bags we gssembled in i fow hours
wonbd Bst just four lays,

Until kst year, the mission
provided hot meals for Ginilics, Lee
says. But afler Amopouos
discovered & nation- wide netwoek of
free food Tram corportions,
wholesalers aned oveskoaded semi-
trailers, the mission shifted His
fecus 1o grocery givenways, CGiving
peeple food 1o ke home akso
CHCOARes thern 1o cal as a lamily,
L xkiol

"ICs the Loed's work,”
Amopoulos says, That's what's
kepd at going. And we iy to give
back by mmistering to the people,
mestly vec oo-one ™

While most of s were hapging,
a few of the sevenh-gealers ook
" tuems handing a bag to necipients. A
lime foemend at about 9:15 wm, and

people steadily filed past the
1egistration window until the
strean) died down o a trickle by 11
am, Each persoa is piven a bag
containing dey, non-perishable
poods A the st ssop, am)
individunks wilh chilifren roceive
anather hag containing milk, juice
and other mutritions items an their
way ouL

Pastor Panl’s does not tam
anyons awiy and has few
restrictions, Anwopoulos helicves
that anyooe whe humbles himself
10 GIE out the Hve-page registration
form is entitled to assistince, They
do ask mat recipients meet one of
the: folkowing qualilications: ar a
Family of two of more, disabled
with proof o are more thaw 60
yoars old.

The mission has no peographic
boundaries, unlike most Twin
Clties food shelves. In fact,
individuals come from as far away
25 St Panl and the subarhs to take
advantage of e service,

Onee registeredd, individuals
receive & verification card which i3
seatined into the computer each
fime they come & casure they are

served just oace per moath. Les
says the mission sees more people
as the month wears an and moncy
[rom employment or assistance
chiecks becomes scarce. Mission
statistics show (hat 54 peroent of
its recipicnts are children. The
average recipicnt family has four
kids.

The young volumteers in our
group had a chance 10 exchacge 1
few words with recipients as they

food wntil they find work again,
‘The reason doesn’t matier, but
Amapoulos says he expects ko see
an increase in numbers the mission
assasts. With recent lepistation it
significantly chanped welfare
benefis, he says the mission will
ste some negative effects, "It was
=0 dmstic, 50 sudden,” Armopoulos
says, adding thal food stamp
progeams also kave boen cut, “And,
there's more (cuts) coming.”

harxded over bags, They disconteed ™~ Amipoalizs says the need conid

the Individuale weren't much:
difTerent from themselves. On the
way home, they said the cxperiance
was fun and it had given them a
new outlook. Many of them sald
they hoped to return,

Poverty does pol discriminare
hetween rce and natlonality as
ndicaterd by the mission’ s records,
Amopoulus listed a dozen
natiooalitics which regularly show
up at the chirch. On Toesday, the
primaey becakdown in perceotages
was a5 follows: white 17, black 39,
Asian 27 and Russian 13.

Many come just anoe of twice
and are never sten again, Others ane
hetween johs and necd some extri

Justify douhling the operation, bul
Tinasoes and spave prokhibit
expansion, That's why a temporary
Job seevice has bees added 10 the
mission. Employees of the scrvice
receive 2 hanch and are transpored
102 job site for a 90-day period in
hopes of proving o an employer
Uit they are worth hiring full time.
It's probably the best way 1o wean
peogle fram depending oa the
mission and other forms asskstance,
Arsopoulos says.

Meamwhile, Pastor Paol’s will
continee 1o provide food  these
who need it. And at the same time,
its volunteers will pain a better
appreciation of how people ane
peven differeat lots in life.



